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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MILL SOCI, EAGR, GW 

SUBJECT: ASSISTANCE TO MILITARY PERSONNEL SUFEERING 
FINANCIAL HARDSHIP AS A RESULT OE DM APPRECIATION 

BEGIN SUMMARY: I WOULD SUGGEST THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE ASSIST THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE IN OBTAINING 
CHANGES IN REGULATIONS TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR MILITARY 
PERSONNEL AND THEIR DEPENDENTS STATIONED IN GERMANY 
TO BENEFIT FROM THE FOOD STAMP AND SCHOOL LUNCH PRO- 
GRAMS. THIS WOULD NOT ONLY EASE THE EINANCIAL HARDSHIP 
WHICH THEY ARE SUFEERING BUT WOULD CONTRIBUTE TO BETTER 
MORALE AND INCREASED MILITARY EEFICIENCY.END SUMMARY. 

LIAM DEEPLY CONCERNED OVER THE EEFECTS OF DM APPRE- 
CIATION ON US MILITARY PERSONNEL AND DEPENDENTS STA- 
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TIONED IN GERMANY. THEIR PLIGHT HAS BEEN EXTENSIVELY 
REPORTED BY THE GERMAN MEDIA. IT HAS GONE SO FAR AS 
TO ELICIT INDIVIDUAL OFEERS OE CHARITY FROM THE GERMAN 
POPULACE. THE MORALE OE JUNIOR ENLISTED SOLDIERS IS 
BEING ADVERSELY AEFECTED BY THE LOWERING EXCHANGE RATE. 
ALTHOUGH ALLOWANCES FOR COST OF LIVING AND STATION 
HOUSING ARE PROVIDED TO SOME, ABOUT 55 PERCENT OE 
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USAREUR SOLDIERS DO NOT RECEIVE ALLOWANCES. THESE 
MEMBERS ARE PRIMARILY IN GRADES E-I TO E-4WITH LESS 
THAN TWO YEARS SERVICE. THESE JUNIOR ENLISTED SOLDIERS 
INCUR A SUBSTANTIAL FINANCIAL BURDEN IN BRINGING THEIR 
FAMILIES TO EUROPE. THESE EAMILY UNITS ARE FORCED 
TO LIVE UNDER EXTREME EINANCIAL HARDSHIP, CAUSING A 
DETERIORATION OE MORALE AND JOB PEREORMANCE. THIS 
DETERIORATION AEEECTS OUR COMBAT READINESS IN GENERAL. 

2. IN CONSULTATION WITH THE MILITARY AUTHORITIES, I HAVE 
ASKED MY STAEE TO LOOK INTO THIS SITUATION TO SEE 
WHETHER THERE ARE ANY STEPS WHICH COULD BE TAKEN TO 
ASSIST MILITARY PERSONNEL AND DEPENDENTS. TWO SUCH 
PROPOSALS ARE TO MAKE FAMILY UNITS ELIGIBLE EOR FOOD 
STAMPS AND SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS. THESE PROGRAMS ARE 
AVAILABLE TO EAMILY UNITS ASSIGNED TO CONUS. CURRENTLY, 
LEGISLATION DOES NOT PROVIDE ASSISTANCE OUTSIDE THE 50 
STATES, D.C., GUAM, PUERTO RICO, AND THE VIRGIN ISLANDS. 
ALSO, SINCE THE PROGRAMS ARE ADMINISTERED BY THE STATES 
AND TERRITORIES, THERE IS NO ADMINISTRATIVE ERAMEWORK 
TO PROVIDE BENEFITS TO AMERICANS RESIDING OUTSIDE THE 
U.S. THUS, THE RIGHT OE TAX-PAYING CITIZENS TO EOOD 
STAMPS AND SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS IS BEING DENIED DUE 
TO EOREIGN MILITARY ASSIGNMENT. CONGRESSIONAL ACTION 

IS NECESSARY, AND I UNDERSTAND THAT LEGISLATION HAS BEEN 
INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE JOHN ERLENBORN (R.,ILLINOIS) 
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I ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OE AGRICUL- 
TURE IS CONSIDERING SEVERAL ALTERNATIVES CONCERNING 
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS EOR THE DOD SCHOOL SYSTEM. 

3. ANYTHING THE DEPARTMENT CAN DO TO ASSIST DOD IN 
OBTAINING THE NECESSARY CHANGES IN REGULATIONS AND 
LEGISLATION TO PERMIT MILITARY PERSONNEL AND THEIR 
FAMILIES STATIONED IN GERMANY TO BENEFIT FROM THE EOOD 
STAMP AND SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAMS WOULD, TO MY MIND, 

BE NOT ONLY HUMANE, BUT CONTRIBUTE TO MILITARY EEEI- 
CIENCY AND REFLECT TO THE GERMAN POPULACE OUR CONCERN 
EOR THE LEAST EAVORED OE OUR COUNTRY. 

STOESSEL 
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